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O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the 

mountains would quake at your presence-- as when fire kindles brushwood and 

the fire causes water to boil-- to make your name known to your adversaries, 

so that the nations might tremble at your presence!  When you did awesome 

deeds that we did not expect, you came down, the mountains quaked at your 

presence.  From ages past no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has 

seen any God besides you, who works for those who wait for him.  You meet 

those who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you 

were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself  we transgressed.  We have 

all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy 

cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  

There is no one who calls on your name, or attempts to take hold of  you; for 

you have hidden your face from us, and have delivered us into the hand of  our 

iniquity.  Yet, O Lord, you are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our 

potter; we are all the work of  your hand.  Do not be exceedingly angry, O 

Lord, and do not remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your 

people. 

Isaiah 64:1-9 

November 27 



Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. I 

give thanks to my God always for you because of  the grace of  God that 

has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been 

enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of  every kind-- just as the 

testimony of  Christ has been strengthened among you-- so that you are 

not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of  our Lord 

Jesus Christ.  He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be 

blameless on the day of  our Lord Jesus Christ.  God is faithful; by him you 

were called into the fellowship of  his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

November 28 



Give ear, O Shepherd of  Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You 

who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth before Ephraim and 

Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and come to save us! Restore 

us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. O Lord God of  

hosts, how long will you be angry with your people's prayers? You have 

fed them with the bread of  tears, and given them tears to drink in full 

measure. You make us the scorn of  our neighbors; our enemies laugh 

among themselves.  Restore us, O God of  hosts; let your face shine, that 

we may be saved.  
 

But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom you 

made strong for yourself.  Then we will never turn back from you; give us 

life, and we will call on your name. Restore us, O Lord God of  hosts; let 

your face shine, that we may be saved. 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 

November 29 



"But in those days, after that suffering, the sun will be darkened, and the moon 

will not give its light, and the stars will be falling from heaven, and the powers in 

the heavens will be shaken.   Then they will see 'the Son of  Man coming in clouds' 

with great power and glory.   Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect 

from the four winds, from the ends of  the earth to the ends of  heaven.  
 

"From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 

forth its leaves, you know that summer is near.   So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates.   Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place.   Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. "But about that day or hour 

no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 

Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a man 

going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with 

his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. Therefore, keep 

awake-- for you do not know when the master of  the house will come, in the 

evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else he may find you asleep 

when he comes suddenly.   And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.” 

Mark 12:24-37 

November 30 



"Come, let us return to the Lord; for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 

he has struck down, and he will bind us up. After two days he will revive us; on 

the third day he will raise us up, that we may live before him. Let us know, let us 

press on to know the Lord; his appearing is as sure as the dawn; he will come to 

us like the showers, like the spring rains that water the earth.“ What shall I do 

with you, O Ephraim? What shall I do with you, O Judah? Your love is like a 

morning cloud, like the dew that goes away early.  Therefore I have hewn them 

by the prophets, I have killed them by the words of  my mouth, and my 

judgment goes forth as the light.  For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 

the knowledge of  God rather than burnt offerings.” 

Hosea 6:1-6 

December 1 



Now the word of  the Lord came to me saying, "Before I formed you in the womb I 

knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet 

to the nations."   Then I said, "Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not know how to speak, 

for I am only a boy."   But the Lord said to me, "Do not say, 'I am only a boy'; for 

you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you shall speak whatever I command 

you.   Do not be afraid of  them, for I am with you to deliver you, says the Lord."   

Then the Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, 

“Now I have put my words in your mouth.   See, today I appoint you over nations 

and over kingdoms, to pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to 

build and to plant.” 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 

December 2 



Again they came to Jerusalem. As he was walking in the temple, the chief  priests, the 

scribes, and the elders came to him and said, "By what authority are you doing these 

things? Who gave you this authority to do them?"   Jesus said to them, "I will ask you 

one question; answer me, and I will tell you by what authority I do these things.  Did 

the baptism of  John come from heaven, or was it of  human origin? Answer me."   

They argued with one another, "If  we say, 'From heaven,' he will say, 'Why then did 

you not believe him?'   But shall we say, 'Of  human origin'?"-- they were afraid of  the 

crowd, for all regarded John as truly a prophet.   So they answered Jesus, "We do not 

know." And Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am doing 

these things.” 

Mark 11:27-33 

December 3 



The beginning of  the good news of  Jesus Christ, the Son of  God.   As it is written 

in the prophet Isaiah, "See, I am sending my messenger ahead of  you, who will 

prepare your way; the voice of  one crying out in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of  

the Lord, make his paths straight,'"   John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, 

proclaiming a baptism of  repentance for the forgiveness of  sins.   And people from 

the whole Judean countryside and all the people of  Jerusalem were going out to 

him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.  Now John 

was clothed with camel's hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts 

and wild honey.   He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming 

after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of  his sandals.   I have 

baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

Mark 1:1-8 

December 4 



Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 

cry to her that she has served her term, that her penalty is paid, that she has 

received from the LORD's hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: "In the 

wilderness prepare the way of  the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for 

our God.   Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; 

the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.   Then the 

glory of  the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the 

mouth of  the Lord has spoken."   A voice says, "Cry out!" And I said, "What shall I 

cry?" All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of  the field.   The grass 

withers, the flower fades, when the breath of  the Lord blows upon it; surely the 

people are grass.   The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of  our God will 

stand forever.   Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of  good tidings; lift 

up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of  good tidings, lift it up, do not 

fear; say to the cities of  Judah, "Here is your God!"   See, the Lord God comes with 

might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense 

before him.   He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his 

arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

Isaiah 40:1-11 

December 5 



The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold 

of  my life; of  whom shall I be afraid?   When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh-- 

my adversaries and foes-- they shall stumble and fall.   Though an army encamp 

against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up against me, yet I will be 

confident.   One thing I asked of  the Lord, that will I seek after: to live in the house 

of  the Lord all the days of  my life, to behold the beauty of  the Lord, and to inquire 

in his temple.   For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of  trouble; he will conceal 

me under the cover of  his tent; he will set me high on a rock.   Now my head is lifted 

up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts 

of  joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord.   Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, be 

gracious to me and answer me!   "Come," my heart says, "seek his face!" Your face, 

Lord, do I seek.   Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in 

anger, you who have been my help. Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God 

of  my salvation!   If  my father and mother forsake me, the Lord will take me up.  

Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because of  my enemies.  Do 

not give me up to the will of  my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen against 

me, and they are breathing out violence.   I believe that I shall see the goodness of  

the Lord in the land of  the living.  Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart 

take courage; wait for the Lord! 

Psalm 27 

December 6 



In the days of  King Herod of  Judea, there was a priest named Zechariah, who 

belonged to the priestly order of  Abijah. His wife was a descendant of  Aaron, and 

her name was Elizabeth.   Both of  them were righteous before God, living 

blamelessly according to all the commandments and regulations of  the Lord.   But 

they had no children, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were getting on in 

years.   Once when he was serving as priest before God and his section was on duty, 

he was chosen by lot, according to the custom of  the priesthood, to enter the 

sanctuary of  the Lord and offer incense.   Now at the time of  the incense offering, 

the whole assembly of  the people was praying outside.   Then there appeared to him 

an angel of  the Lord, standing at the right side of  the altar of  incense.  When 

Zechariah saw him, he was terrified; and fear overwhelmed him. But the angel said to 

him, "Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard. Your wife 

Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you will name him John.  You will have joy and 

gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, for he will be great in the sight of  the 

Lord. He must never drink wine or strong drink; even before his birth he will be 

filled with the Holy Spirit.  He will turn many of  the people of  Israel to the Lord 

their God.   With the spirit and power of  Elijah he will go before him, to turn the 

hearts of  parents to their children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of  the 

righteous, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 

Luke 1:5-17 

December 7 



I will stand at my watchpost, and station myself  on the rampart; I will keep watch to 

see what he will say to me, and what he will answer concerning my complaint.   Then 

the Lord answered me and said: Write the vision; make it plain on tablets, so that a 

runner may read it.   For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it speaks of  the 

end, and does not lie. If  it seems to tarry, wait for it; it will surely come, it will not 

delay.   Look at the proud! Their spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by 

their faith.   Moreover, wealth is treacherous; the arrogant do not endure. They open 

their throats wide as Sheol; like Death they never have enough. They gather all 

nations for themselves, and collect all peoples as their own.  

Habakkuk 2:1-5  

December 8 



When the Lord restored the fortunes of  Zion, we were like those who dream. Then 

our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of  joy; then it was 

said among the nations, "The Lord has done great things for them.“ The Lord has 

done great things for us, and we rejoiced.  Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the 

watercourses in the Negeb.   May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of  joy. 

Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with 

shouts of  joy, carrying their sheaves. 

Psalm 126 

December 9 



"What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first and said, 'Son, go 

and work in the vineyard today.'   He answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his 

mind and went.   The father went to the second and said the same; and he 

answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did not go.   Which of  the two did the will of  his 

father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell you, the tax 

collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of  God ahead of  you.   

For John came to you in the way of  righteousness and you did not believe him, but 

the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you 

did not change your minds and believe him.” 

Matthew 21:28-32 

December 10 



The spirit of  the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me; he has 

sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to 

proclaim liberty to the captives, and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of  

the LORD's favor, and the day of  vengeance of  our God; to comfort all who mourn; 

to provide for those who mourn in Zion-- to give them a garland instead of  ashes, the 

oil of  gladness instead of  mourning, the mantle of  praise instead of  a faint spirit. 

They will be called oaks of  righteousness, the planting of  the Lord, to display his 

glory.   They shall build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former 

devastations; they shall repair the ruined cities, the devastations of  many generations.  
 

 For I the Lord love justice, I hate robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully give them 

their recompense, and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. Their 

descendants shall be known among the nations, and their offspring among the 

peoples; all who see them shall acknowledge that they are a people whom the Lord has 

blessed.   I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole being shall exult in my God; for 

he has clothed me with the garments of  salvation, he has covered me with the robe of  

righteousness, as a bridegroom decks himself  with a garland, and as a bride adorns 

herself  with her jewels.   For as the earth brings forth its shoots, and as a garden causes 

what is sown in it to spring up, so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise to 

spring up before all the nations. 

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 

December 11 



Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of  his power.  Put on the whole 

armor of  God, so that you may be able to stand against the wiles of  the devil.   For 

our struggle is not against enemies of  blood and flesh, but against the rulers, against 

the authorities, against the cosmic powers of  this present darkness, against the 

spiritual forces of  evil in the heavenly places.   Therefore take up the whole armor 

of  God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day, and having done 

everything, to stand firm.   Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of  truth around your 

waist, and put on the breastplate of  righteousness.   As shoes for your feet put on 

whatever will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of  peace.   With all of  these, 

take the shield of  faith, with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows 

of  the evil one.   Take the helmet of  salvation, and the sword of  the Spirit, which is 

the word of  God. 

Ephesians 6:10-17 

December 12 



Those who trust in the Lord are like Mount Zion, which cannot be moved, but abides 

forever.   As the mountains surround Jerusalem, so the Lord surrounds his people, 

from this time on and forevermore.   For the scepter of  wickedness shall not rest on 

the land allotted to the righteous, so that the righteous might not stretch out their 

hands to do wrong.  Do good, O Lord, to those who are good, and to those who are 

upright in their hearts.   But those who turn aside to their own crooked ways the Lord 

will lead away with evildoers. Peace be upon Israel! 

Psalm 125 

December 13 



As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what 

they had seen, until after the Son of  Man had risen from the dead.   So they kept the 

matter to themselves, questioning what this rising from the dead could mean.   Then 

they asked him, "Why do the scribes say that Elijah must come first?"   He said to 

them, “Elijah is indeed coming first to restore all things. How then is it written about 

the Son of  Man, that he is to go through many sufferings and be treated with 

contempt?   But I tell you that Elijah has come, and they did to him whatever they 

pleased, as it is written about him.” 

Mark 9:9-13 

December 14 



David again gathered all the chosen men of  Israel, thirty thousand.  David and all the 

people with him set out and went from Baale-judah, to bring up from there the ark of  

God, which is called by the name of  the Lord of  hosts who is enthroned on the 

cherubim.   They carried the ark of  God on a new cart, and brought it out of  the house 

of  Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio, the sons of  Abinadab, were 

driving the new cart with the ark of  God; and Ahio went in front of  the ark.   David 

and all the house of  Israel were dancing before the Lord with all their might, with 

songs and lyres and harps and tambourines and castanets and cymbals.   When they 

came to the threshing floor of  Nacon, Uzzah reached out his hand to the ark of  God 

and took hold of  it, for the oxen shook it.   The anger of  the Lord was kindled against 

Uzzah; and God struck him there because he reached out his hand to the ark; and he 

died there beside the ark of  God.   David was angry because the Lord had burst forth 

with an outburst upon Uzzah; so that place is called Perez-uzzah, to this day.   David 

was afraid of  the Lord that day; he said, “How can the ark of  the Lord come into my 

care?”  So David was unwilling to take the ark of  the Lord into his care in the city of  

David; instead David took it to the house of  Obed-edom the Gittite.   The ark of  the 

Lord remained in the house of  Obed-edom the Gittite three months; and the Lord 

blessed Obed-edom and all his household. 

2 Samuel 6:1-11 

December 15 



It was told King David, "The Lord has blessed the household of  Obed-edom and all 

that belongs to him, because of  the ark of  God." So David went and brought up the 

ark of  God from the house of  Obed-edom to the city of  David with rejoicing;  and 

when those who bore the ark of  the Lord had gone six paces, he sacrificed an ox and a 

fatling.   David danced before the Lord with all his might; David was girded with a linen 

ephod.   So David and all the house of  Israel brought up the ark of  the Lord with 

shouting, and with the sound of  the trumpet.   As the ark of  the Lord came into the 

city of  David, Michal daughter of  Saul looked out of  the window, and saw King David 

leaping and dancing before the Lord; and she despised him in her heart.   They brought 

in the ark of  the Lord, and set it in its place, inside the tent that David had pitched for 

it; and David offered burnt offerings and offerings of  well-being before the Lord.  

When David had finished offering the burnt offerings and the offerings of  well-being, 

he blessed the people in the name of  the Lord of  hosts,  and distributed food among all 

the people, the whole multitude of  Israel, both men and women, to each a cake of  

bread, a portion of  meat, and a cake of  raisins. Then all the people went back to their 

homes. 

2 Samuel 6:12-19 

December 16 



When they heard these words, some in the crowd said, “This is really the prophet.” 

Others said, "This is the Messiah." But some asked, "Surely the Messiah does not come 

from Galilee, does he?  Has not the scripture said that the Messiah is descended from 

David and comes from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?"   So there was a 

division in the crowd because of  him.   Some of  them wanted to arrest him, but no one 

laid hands on him.   Then the temple police went back to the chief  priests and 

Pharisees, who asked them, "Why did you not arrest him?"   The police answered, 

"Never has anyone spoken like this!"   Then the Pharisees replied, "Surely you have not 

been deceived too, have you?   Has any one of  the authorities or of  the Pharisees 

believed in him?   But this crowd, which does not know the law-- they are accursed."   

Nicodemus, who had gone to Jesus before, and who was one of  them, asked,   "Our law 

does not judge people without first giving them a hearing to find out what they are 

doing, does it?"   They replied, “Surely you are not also from Galilee, are you? Search 

and you will see that no prophet is to arise from Galilee.” 

John 7:40-52 

December 17 



And Mary said, "My soul magnifies the Lord,   and my spirit rejoices in God my 

Savior,   for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of  his servant. Surely, from 

now on all generations will call me blessed;   for the Mighty One has done great 

things for me, and holy is his name.   His mercy is for those who fear him from 

generation to generation.   He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the 

proud in the thoughts of  their hearts.   He has brought down the powerful from 

their thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and 

sent the rich away empty.   He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of  his 

mercy,  according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his 

descendants forever.” 

Luke 1:46b-55 

December 18 



There was a certain man of  Ramathaim, a Zuphite from the hill country of  Ephraim, 

whose name was Elkanah son of  Jeroham son of  Elihu son of  Tohu son of  Zuph, an 

Ephraimite.  He had two wives; the name of  the one was Hannah, and the name of  the 

other Peninnah. Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.  
 

Now this man used to go up year by year from his town to worship and to sacrifice to 

the Lord of  hosts at Shiloh, where the two sons of  Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were 

priests of  the Lord.   On the day when Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to his 

wife Peninnah and to all her sons and daughters; but to Hannah he gave a double 

portion, because he loved her, though the Lord had closed her womb.   Her rival used 

to provoke her severely, to irritate her, because the Lord had closed her womb.   So it 

went on year by year; as often as she went up to the house of  the Lord, she used to 

provoke her. Therefore Hannah wept and would not eat.   Her husband Elkanah said to 

her, "Hannah, why do you weep? Why do you not eat? Why is your heart sad? Am I not 

more to you than ten sons?"  

 

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself  before 

the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the doorpost of  the temple 

of  the Lord.   She was deeply distressed and prayed to the Lord, and wept bitterly.   She 

made this vow: “O Lord of  hosts, if  only you will look on the misery of  your servant, 

and remember me, and not forget your servant, but will give to your servant a male 

child, then I will set him before you as a nazirite until the day of  his death. He shall 

drink neither wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.” 
 

As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.   Hannah was 

praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; therefore Eli thought 

she was drunk.   So Eli said to her, "How long will you make a drunken spectacle of  

yourself ? Put away your wine."   But Hannah answered, "No, my lord, I am a woman 

deeply troubled; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring 

out my soul before the Lord.   Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I 

have been speaking out of  my great anxiety and vexation all this time."  Then Eli 

answered, "Go in peace; the God of  Israel grant the petition you have made to him."   

And she said, "Let your servant find favor in your sight." Then the woman went to her 

quarters, ate and drank with her husband, and her countenance was sad no longer. 

1 Samuel 1:1-18 

December 19 



They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord; then they went back to 

their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the Lord remembered her.  

In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She named him Samuel, for she said, "I 

have asked him of  the Lord."  

 

The man Elkanah and all his household went up to offer to the Lord the yearly 

sacrifice, and to pay his vow.   But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her husband, 

"As soon as the child is weaned, I will bring him, that he may appear in the presence of  

the Lord, and remain there forever; I will offer him as a nazirite for all time."  Her 

husband Elkanah said to her, "Do what seems best to you, wait until you have weaned 

him; only-- may the Lord establish his word." So the woman remained and nursed her 

son, until she weaned him.  When she had weaned him, she took him up with her, along 

with a three-year-old bull, an ephah of  flour, and a skin of  wine. She brought him to 

the house of  the Lord at Shiloh; and the child was young.  Then they slaughtered the 

bull, and they brought the child to Eli.  And she said, "Oh, my lord! As you live, my 

lord, I am the woman who was standing here in your presence, praying to the Lord.  For 

this child I prayed; and the Lord has granted me the petition that I made to him. 

Therefore I have lent him to the Lord; as long as he lives, he is given to the Lord." She 

left him there for the Lord. 

1 Samuel 19-28 

December 20 



Hannah prayed and said, "My heart exults in the Lord; my strength is exalted in my 

God. My mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in my victory.   "There is no 

Holy One like the Lord, no one besides you; there is no Rock like our God.   Talk no 

more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your mouth; for the Lord is a God 

of  knowledge, and by him actions are weighed.   The bows of  the mighty are broken, 

but the feeble gird on strength.   Those who were full have hired themselves out for 

bread, but those who were hungry are fat with spoil. The barren has borne seven, but 

she who has many children is forlorn.   The Lord kills and brings to life; he brings 

down to Sheol and raises up.   The Lord makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he 

also exalts.   He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash heap, 

to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of  honor. For the pillars of  the earth 

are the LORD's, and on them he has set the world. "He will guard the feet of  his 

faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off  in darkness; for not by might does one 

prevail.  The Lord! His adversaries shall be shattered; the Most High will thunder in 

heaven. The Lord will judge the ends of  the earth; he will give strength to his king, 

and exalt the power of  his anointed.” 

1 Samuel 2:1-10 

December 21 



Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that "the person 

who does these things will live by them."   But the righteousness that comes from faith 

says, "Do not say in your heart, 'Who will ascend into heaven?'" (that is, to bring Christ 

down) "or 'Who will descend into the abyss?'" (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).   

But what does it say? "The word is near you, on your lips and in your heart" (that is, the 

word of  faith that we proclaim); because if  you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord 

and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.   For one 

believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is 

saved.   The scripture says, "No one who believes in him will be put to shame."   For 

there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of  all and is 

generous to all who call on him.   For, “Everyone who calls on the name of  the Lord 

shall be saved.” 

Romans 10:5-13 

December 22 



O sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth.   Sing to the Lord, bless his 

name; tell of  his salvation from day to day.   Declare his glory among the nations, his 

marvelous works among all the peoples.   For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; 

he is to be revered above all gods.   For all the gods of  the peoples are idols, but the Lord 

made the heavens.   Honor and majesty are before him; strength and beauty are in his 

sanctuary.   Ascribe to the Lord, O families of  the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and 

strength.   Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name; bring an offering, and come into 

his courts.   Worship the Lord in holy splendor; tremble before him, all the earth.   Say 

among the nations, "The Lord is king! The world is firmly established; it shall never be 

moved. He will judge the peoples with equity."   Let the heavens be glad, and let the 

earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let the field exult, and everything in it. 

Then shall all the trees of  the forest sing for joy before the Lord; for he is coming, for he 

is coming to judge the earth. He will judge the world with righteousness, and the peoples 

with his truth. 

Psalm 96 

December 23 



In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered.   This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of  

Syria.   All went to their own towns to be registered.   Joseph also went from the town of  

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of  David called Bethlehem, because he was 

descended from the house and family of  David.   He went to be registered with Mary, to 

whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child.   While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child.   And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped 

him in bands of  cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn.  
 

 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night.   Then an angel of  the Lord stood before them, and the glory of  the Lord shone 

around them, and they were terrified.   But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for 

see-- I am bringing you good news of  great joy for all the people: to you is born this day 

in the city of  David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.   This will be a sign for you: 

you will find a child wrapped in bands of  cloth and lying in a manger."   And suddenly 

there was with the angel a multitude of  the heavenly host, praising God and saying, 

"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!"  

 

 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has 

made known to us.”  So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child 

lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made known what had been told them 

about this child;  and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them.   But 

Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart.   The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

Luke 2:1-20 

December 24, Nativity of  Jesus 

Click Here 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LFBIJgkj_-g&feature=fvsr

